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August 27, 2012
MEMORANDUM FOR THE RECORD 
Title: MFR 12MCN 003 Power Failure at MCN JFF
SUBJECT:    Power Failure at McNary Juvenile Fish Facility
On August 24, 2012, at approximately 0750 hours, the McNary JFF experienced an unplanned power failure just before the start of fish truck loading operations.  Facility power was restored within an hour, but the exact cause of the failure remained unknown.  After several hours of tests, the power loss was eventually traced to a BPA substation switching problem.
Due to the power supply uncertainty, the JFF was placed into the primary bypass mode of operation.  Truck loading was not attempted as the truck flume dryer (unwatering valve) is electrically powered.  A flume dryer failure could lead to serious fish losses during the course of truck loading operations.  Other facility equipment such as sample gates also required electricity for proper operation. 

Fish collection resumed at 1820 hours the same day after the power supply issue was resolved.  All collected fish were transported as usual on Saturday, August 25.  No fish were held longer than the maximum 48 hours permitted under the Fish Passage Plan.   For now, the facility plans to continue trucking fish on a daily basis.   
A. Species:  Subyearling Chinook

B. Origin:  Mixed

C. Length:  4-6” average

D. Marks and Tags:  Variable

E. Marks and Injuries Found on the Carcasses:  NA

F. Cause of Death:  No fish losses observed during this operation.

G. Future and Preventative Measures:  A dependable backup supply of electricity for the JFF is needed.  This need will be added into future budget requests.

Photos Taken:  None.

Carl R. Dugger

Supervisory Fisheries Biologist

McNary Juvenile Fish Facility

